[The influence of rotavirus vaccinations on the risk of gastrointestinal infections in children. Methods and preliminary results].
The gastrointestinal infection in infants are the significant health and epidemiological issue. The voluntary rotavirus vaccines was included to Polish vaccination schedule in 2007. Aim of the study was the assessment of rotaviruses vaccines effectiveness in prevention of rotavirus gastrointestinal infections requiring hospitalization and the influence or these vaccinations on the risk of gastrointestinal outpatient infections. The additional aim of the study was determine the incidence of adverse events following immunization caused by rotavirus vaccinations and comparison of both vaccines--Rotarix and RotaTeq with respect to the mentioned objectives. The retrospective cohort study was designed to achieve the aims of study. The study cohort included infants from Malopolska Voivodeship vaccinated with rotavirus vaccine in 2007-2008 and eligible matched unvaccinated children. The preliminary study was conducted in 2011. The cohort study included 74 vaccinated and 74 unvaccinated infants. The preliminary analysis revealed that infants vaccinated against rotavirus had 40% lower risk to be affected by gastrointestinal infections in comparison to unvaccinated children. Nevertheless the results were not statistically significant owing to the scarce number of infants in pilot study group (95% CI: 0,27-1,30). The preliminary results indicates, that the rotavirus vaccines have the positive influence on the decrease risk of gastrointestinal infections in children up to 2 years of years but the evidence is not sufficient yet, to be conclusive. The ongoing survey is given the possibility to gain the bigger cohort under study and to attain the presumed objectives.